Revisiting the Influence of Silver in Cationic Gold Catalysis: A Practical Guide.
An excess amount of silver salt to generate cationic gold from a gold catalyst precursor such as L-Au-Cl almost always has adverse effects on the reactivity of the cationic gold catalyst. A preformed L-Au(+)X(-) complex, generated by sonication followed by centrifugation, increases the reactivity in a gold catalyzed reaction. The adverse silver effect might be caused by the interaction of silver salts with gold intermediates.